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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on 
Go WS PCels itr Posis/ 
Al6-3(167) dated 24 May 1943. 


Prom: Commander Northwest Sea Freotier 
Tou Commander in Chief, Pecific Fleet 
Viai Commander Fleet Operational Training Command, Pacific 
Subject: Battle Report = Submission of. 
1. At the time of the incident reported herein PC 815 


was enroute to San Diego, California, in accordance with orders of 
Commandar Fleet Operational Training Command, Pacific, 


as It is noted that the report of PC 815 is not in ace 
cordance with "Anti-Sutmarine Action by Surfaca Ship” (A°"~1) which 
should be submitted to Commander in Cote’, U. S, Fleet. 


Ie SC's $36 end 537, CGG's BONHAM and 78302, and blimps 
K-33 and K-39 engaged in this mibwarine search, Revorts have been 
received from the Commerding Officer of eath of these ships in writ- 
ing anc in personal interviews. An oral report has also been re- 
ceived from “Jeviensn* Commander E. J. Sullivan, U.5.N., Comuancer 
Airship Sque‘yon 33, wid made o trip to the asrea during the search 
on one of the blinps, 


he There is a known magnetic deposit in the area in which 
depth charges were dropped. 


Se An analysis of all report: coorinces me that there wee 
no submarine in the agree. Lieutenant Commarmer Sullivan states thet 
he was unable to obtain. amy ovidence of a submarine except one bubble 
of @tr which is unexplained except by turbulence of water due to a 
depth charge explosion, The Commanc.ng Officers of o11 sh’ps except 
the PC §145 atate they had no evidence of a submarine and do not think 
a eubmerine was in the area. 


b. Trensmission of this letter by registered mail is 
necessary and is authorized. 
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U.S. S. PC-815 


. AN ATCOURT OF TE ACTION OFF CAFE LOOKOUT 


Acting under the orders of tie Corsnender of 
Operational Training Com=and, Pacific Fleet, 161509 of May, 
tie 0.5.8. PC&15 got under weigh from Astoria 
at 2116 May 16, 1965 enroute to San Diezo, 

California to undergo Shakedome 


At the tine of departure this vessel wag 
reasonably reedy for action, officera end crew having 
been censtently drilled and taught since Jamuary 
20, 1943 at which tine, with a few exceptions, — 
the complement had reported to Portland, Oregon 
for ¢uty in connection with fitting out and 
construction. 


Proceeding southwerd just Inside the stea~er treck 
m echo renging contect was made by the soundesn then 
on duty, Grover,E.l.,3o0undren third cless, The 
Comsanding Cificer hed the conn and immediately slowed 
all engines to ahead one third to better echo renzing 
conditions, ans plecda the contact dead shead, 500 yards away. 


Tee first contact was very good. The target was 
moving left and aways The bearing was clea. Tne 
night was roonlit and the asa reas flet calm, Ko 
ships of any kind were in eight or expected. Screr 
noises, fluttering and without pulsation, were distinct 
on the bearing end qiite different fron the pulsations 
of our own screws. Tne extent of besring was about 
eig=.teen degrees with tne mushiness of a wake to the 
righte The U.S.S, PC@15 closed in te 860 yards, 
meanwhile sounding feneral quarters. T[epth charge 
levers on tne signal bridge were not used because 
contact was lest eat S60 yards. * 


Tae range was quickly, opened out and a aeerch made of 
the area with echo ranging eouipment. Contact was resdined — 
et 800 yards and was held on the starboard beam while 
further inverctigation was mide, Ecrezs were present 
and distinct as before. The bearing was still clear. 

Snoke aitnel identification was watched for closely and 
when none aspeared it was concluded that the terget 
must not be & friendly submarine. All enzines wera 
brought up to speed, fiftecn knots and the target 

was broug.t Gead anead with ship on course 24C Ty 
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The target turned away and a lead angle was applied 
et wedch tine the movenent of the terpat was escertained. 
fhe ship swung back to an intercepting course, crossed 
over the target ahead of it and laid the first barrage. 
Structural firing charges were in the K-guns anid did 
not explode. The three charges rolled exploded at 
their settings two for 100 feat one for fifty feet. 

Tre tontect wes lost at 100 yards indicating a tarzet 
depth of 100 feet. , 


Attack TIT concluded (see chart and chemical recorder 
trate) the range was opensd well out on atandard 
procedure and closed again on the side toward which the 
target had been turning. The depth charge boil was easily 
ranged upon but up to BOO yards but difficulty «as 
experienced in pickinc up the actual terset. When 
screr noises and the metallic quality of the contect 
reestablished contact, the ship came up to attack spesd 
and made @ rune Tne target was foun to be turning 
back toward the depth charge distmumbantee Contact 
was lost at 20C yards indicating that the terget had 
CGived. A four charge pattern was laid, two from 
the racks set et 266 feet, two fron the K-puns set 
et 150 feet, Tne tine of this attack was C§S7Z, 


Using stendard procedure a relooantion ef the target 
was accomplished aha the target apain developed for 
screvs, target width doppler and chance of bearing. 

Toe ship, sleepy and skepticel had cone to their guns 
aviftly and without errore Fo ons, includinrc tne 
Commanding Officer could rescéily credit the existence 
efoan enemy avudmarine here on the steaner track and 

€11 sounduen, now on the bridge, were attenptins to arsue 
the echo renzsing aquipment and chenical recorder out of 
such a fantastic idea, Testing and avalusting the contact, 
the ship srept back and forth, keeping the contect in 
rence on either bow and bear. Sound conditions were 

Bool and there was not any great interference. 


When the Cocmianding' Officer and the soundsen had 
finally completed investigation, a third attack ras made, 
A run of 700 yards at attack speed was complinsbed by 
the failure of the chemical recorder. Stop watch 
range rates were being kept and it was found that 
the @ttack was a quarter attack with a rate of eizht 
knotse Due to the rapid exheustion of charges, only 
two were used xith settings of 200 feet. 


Stancard procedure failed to regain contect. Circling 
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area with a sharp lookout. At 0450, with dawn breaking - 
over a glassy sea, & lockout sighted a dark object about 
700 yafds from the ship en the starboard beam. When 
inspected the object seemed to be moving, No definite 
conciusion coule be reached as to the identity of the 
object and the range was cloaeds Although very probably 
this object was a floating log no chances were taken 

and the target was used to test the guns thhich had not 
been heretofore fired structurallye Ths gunners, most 
of wiom were men of experisnce, displayed an astonishing 
accuracy, bursts and shells converging on the target. 


The terget disappeared for several mimtes and 
then, to test guns not brousht to bear on the first 
burst, the ship was turned in case the object reavpeared,. 
‘The object appeared azain closed to the ship. Once more 
fire was opened and the terget vanished, 


It ds stressed thet no conclusion was reathed by 
the Commanding Cfficer concerning this tarset and it is 
thousht ilkely that it wes merely drift. The effect 
upon morele was good and the ship wes now essured that 
4ts newly Installed cuns covld work if needed, 


Only three depth charces wera now feft to the ship. 
The chemical recorcer ras being rephired by the seund 
technician. Tne naxt three mtecks were therefora 
parsimonious. 


Tne fourth, fifth and sixth attacks were made in rapid 
succession with an eye to harrass the submarine into 
surfacing where 4t could be worked upon with the guns. 


Wne fourth attack was started from a range ef 600 
yerds,. This was a beam attack turning into a quarter (right moving) 
attack. Tne range rate was eleven knots when the 
quarter of the turning submerine was targeted, 
Suspecting an entire reversenent of the subrarine course, 
the ship used slightly opposite lead m gle and then 
enifted rudder to lay the charge ahead and to the left of 
the subrarine, aetting 150 fests The contact was maintained 
throuchout all but one hundred yards of the run and wes 
regeines qgickly, the submarine cutting back and toward 
the dxplosion pointe 
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Having mainteined contact, the ship ewerved back widely 
4mmediately after the depth charge explosion and alix ‘ 
minutes later laid its next charge, having started its 
run from 600 yards. The sbmerine ovidentiy attempted 
to turn in toward the ship fer the range rate Jumped 
from a bow to a head on attack in a very short distance. 
Tne one charge, set at 150 feet, was fired serly to 
anticipate the advance. hia charge, however, miesbd 
by & good seventy-five yards owing to the continued 
turning end speeding up of the submarine, as established 
by quickly regained sontecte Screw noises wers very loud. 


A standard sveep was used to lensthen the range 
end a 1200 yard run was ettenpted but it was discovered 
oving toe the depth (about 96 fathoms or slightly less) 
or to some other sound condition that contact at this 
distance was difficult to maintain, The range ras closed 
back to 900 when good contact was regained. The terget 
was drening rights The range rate was about twelve 
knots at first. The submarine turned during the run end 
the range rate dropped to about efifht knots with the 
aubcerine's wake interferring considerably in the operation, 
One charge was fired with a setting of 150 feet. This 
was our Jast chargé. 


Since oud first establishment of the tarset as a submtrine 
we had been sending for help and azsnunition. No reply 
wes given us from anyone except "Roger".s As "Roger 
could not be rolled off our racks the ship was forced 
to maintain contact as best it could and hope for 
reinforcezents. Sound condlitiom bezan te grow poprs 


At 0906 (see radio log) two U.S.K, anti-sub=srine blimps 
appeared, F=-39 and E-35. While we hele contect they 
investicsted and announced to us that they had a cegnetic 
contact where we were holdinz a sound contact. he 
tried to conn them into @ run but treeir conception of 
distfilce below them was often in error as much as 
500 yards. Tney continually confirmed our bearings. 


4 

At 1306 SC5356 ras signted and was imoediately informed 
of the situetion. Tne UsS FCB15 rezeined contect at 9360 
yards and took 80536 aitern of her. With the bullnose of 
the SC nearly against our flagstaff we came to attack course, 
instructing the S¢ to lay her pattern on a signal from 
our rhistle. Attacking due north we found the sub=marine | 
hed been lying to. It started off ond we heard screw 
noises, Tarzet width at 500 ens about 15 decrees 
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Tarcet gave off screw noises for a moment and then 
screw noises ceased. The attack wan made, therefore, 
without lead angles Allowance was made for the 
distance between the PC prejector of the scund 

heed and the recks of the $2. $=The whistle was 
blown and a five charge pattern was laide 


The general conduct of ths ScS365 is here 
remarked wpons Her sound gear, WEA 1 was not in 
good opereting condition and Lieutenant (jg) 
Rroepke, USNR, then in command (her assigned commanding 
efficer did not arrive until several hours after the 
least attack of the last day) showed brilliant judsment 
end seamanship. Tho lag between blowing the etiistle and 
his laying of the pettern was not more than four seconds 
and all charges exploded. Lieutenant (fc) Eroepke 
executed all orders with promptness and efficiency 
during formation steaning to aveep the area later in 
the attacks as well as in laying his charges at our 
command. 


Attention 18 Invited te the radio logs of this peried, 
from 1550 Laz to 1900 LT. The observation blimps began 
to gzight oil and air bubbles in the vicinity of the 
last attact:: and finelly a periscope. This ship 
also sissted air bubbles, 


At 1600 the eishth attack wes made, asain by 
teking the 82556 astern and bringing her over the 
target and sicncling as before. Tne target was now 
very deep and cherges were set on maxinus settings. 
Tne depth of the water Ain the vicinity of theses 
attacks was now shout 9O fethoma, Tne target waa 
moving rignt at about three knotse -Two charges were 
cropped. 


At 1605 of was meper eee @gain and tnis ship 
sev olle Greet 6ir bolls were sesn and the sound 
of blowing tonks was reported by the soundman. 


rT] 

tering tne action eo fer guns were all ina condition 
of resdiness end at least one watch, Condition Ta, 
on-duty with tne 40:5! always bearing and the 3" usually, 
All guns were now manned with great attention as it 
Was supposed thet the sub wes trying to surfacee Everyones 
was Very celn, gunners Jol:ing about who woulc zet in 
the first shot. 
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At 1631, using the listening head (JK) to locate 
his target, the eoundnen on duty, Beors,P.A. SoU3/c 
established definite contact, the 5C was brouzht 
atern-once more and and a run was made, The chemical 
recorder was ecain in operations, (See chemical recorder 
Trace for this, the Ninth Attack). 


The target was still biowing tanks and the water 
around it disturbed by air bubbles. Two charges set for 
200 feet were leid by the 60 on our whistle aignsal. 


‘About two hours earlier Beers, (ebove), had discovered 
ametter of interest by accidents Beers proved hicself 
throughout to be an extraordinarily sensitive and 
interested scundmin with great operational anility and 
weS et the stack er netrls el runs walle Welch, the 
sound technician (Welch, Lonnie, Soli2/c) operate’ the 
recorder and kept the equipment in a high state of repair/. 


Beers had located ® second contact. All our cperation 
was on relative bearings due to a failure at the yard to 
4nsteall a gyre repeated in cur sound stack, The steersmen 
necslected to bring Beers ninety degrees right when the 
ship was turned end Beers found hinse}f pinging on a 
roving target vith screws when he had thousht his target 
was blowing atr end lying stille Tre Cortzandins Officer 
saz the €l1fficulty ans dianedictely rectdied the train 
ef the sounc head. Returning to the first tarcset which was 
motionless Beers examined it and four! it to tb «as before. 
Ee then'examined the new terget, or contect, and found it 
to be draving away at @# apeed O£ four knote. Tne extent 
of bearing vas about nine decrees and the ranze 420 yords. 
Opening doppler, 


tmen the ninth attack cas concluded rore bleo«ing ras 
heerd and pil was seen coting to the surface and apreedins, 


Contsct wos sought on the new terget but could not 
imzedistely be reseineds 


At 1646 the Const Guand patrol boat 78302 cane alonzside 
with 235 depth charzes end needed equipment for then. 
within seven minutes all charzes were transferred end 
within nine minutes two were in our racks, set to be dropped. 
fn twenty-three rinutes all charszes were readye This 4s 
remaried a3 a cauze of the repognse of the Flo's crew, 


While lying to, taking on these cherses, efcho rangins 
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was heard upon use Wo were listening with the JE head 

and when we had located the source, the bearing was found to 
#@clear. All other sources wither had not arrived or could 
not operate sound geare 


About noon #&he6 Comranding Officer had concluded 
that the subtarine under attack was unable to launch torpedos 
for the sea was anocth and tne Fo was an excellent targete 
Accordingly, lying to occasionac no great concerns 


When the OC heed was directed toward the source of this 
pinging and the chemical recorder turned on, no reception 
was noted ari our pings were #11 that repistered upon the 
tracé@s We were still in the water and the trace ahoned 
& ranse rate (see photostat of trace).  Gontect pessed 
within 150 yards of our bows, from sterboard to ports 


At 1745, (see redio logs) the blicps reported 
sishting a perieacope. Tils was where charges were 
dropped etxtiitx earlier in the afternoon, Air 
bolls were reported in this spob and blowing tanks were 
e7ain herxzerctexe heard on cur sounc machine. 


Tne final attack of the Gay was made on @ non-sub targst, 
the SC accompanying, both ships droppings one charze, (It 
hes not been ascerteined if the $2556 dropped more, but only 
one was seen to exzplode)s The charge was dropped rear the 
non sub targete 


At 2010 the St557 errived on scene. Xz The 
US5723 Bonkan (NRF in the radio logs) had been on or eround 
the scene sinte 1738. These two reinforcenents wesened 
to be reluctant to close to contact ranse and were usually 
well outside it. Lifficutty (see radio logs} was experienced 
with these two vessela either because of tneir inexperience 
or unvillinnness. During the nisht of the 2lst xhen tris 
versel was atteupting to make a routine sweep anc search 
in the stenderd sceep form-tion, neither the Si5357 wr the 
US3SSG Bonham stowed eny understanding whatever and refused 
by their actions to cooperate. It is later understood that 
the Bonham had « top speed of £2,.2 although she reported ° 
her speed to us eg 12, and thst she was under the 
supposition that she would blow herself up if she droppad 
charges. The S¢537 had one contact which she reported 
during the folloving dey and failed to prosecute it. 
The SC537 left the scene with her racks full of charges 
elthough the £0556 and the FC&15 had exhausted all theirs. 
Echo ransze was never more than about $00 yarcs in this shellox 
water and desrite orders neither vessel would close in to 
this with one exception, as notej in tne attacks as of the 
followinz= rorning. : 
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Etring the afternoon of Mey 19 the 5¢556 had brought 
us"orders Pty peer Naval Station to secure and proceed 
on-our origina orders. We sought to protest those 
when they wero received but evidence seemed to point 
to plenty of people being on the scene and ao we secured 
reluctantlys we had no more than started away 
when Cowoveastsesfron cancelled the Adtorda Navel Station 
orders and erdered us to remain on scenes. We ascertained 
responsibility and came back to the scene. 


During the night vessels petrolled. The S0536 was 
ordered into an o11 slick by the blimp and air bubbles were 
seen rising from this. {See radio log). This 
wos in the seese of the final serfes of attacks, of The dey 


On May 20, 19435, at 1140 the blisp meade contact with 
its magnetic gear and drepped.a snoke bonb. The USS PoCB1S 
came to general quarters froz. Condition II and set out 
to cerify the blimss contacts 


It may here be resaArked that the coordination between 
Surface ships and the blizps wes excellant. Ho attack 
wss made, after the arrivel of tre blinns, without 
werification of sour contact by magnetic or maznetic 
contatt by sound. Because her sourd gear was not 
working properly {which fact she reported to us several 
times) the 52536 stood by for us to verify. This 
teasvork, the blxop's smoke flares, and the use of otho 
ranzins fear sevec us many tines from losing contecte 


Because we had three tices found two sub tergets 
on the previous dey, we considered from her failure to 
gsurfece that cone sub was gone down in 90 featnoms. The 
other still had betteries well up for it made good 
speea in subsequent attacks {three to six knots). 


T.¢ wide searching of the blimps and surface ships 

hed ringed the ares, blockeding ibe 
fn attack 

reece iwas madd by the $€556 on a bli=p magnetic 
contect about two hours before the.USSPO61S sterted out 
as abovés (Ses radio log}. Havint’e#"scuhd cear the 
§0535 used an of11 slick and pet cherges to explode on the 
bottom, letting go six charges in all. 


On the blinnts magnetic contact and dropped smote 
bonds, the USS FCB1S relocated the contact and at 1305 
rade an attceck on echo ranging equipment. This was 
Attack DIX. Tne PC attacked on course 520 True 
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and found an extent of bearing of 14 degrees. The 

contact had been carefully iInvestisated before attack 
and the submarine, evidentiy saving batteries, 

wes avaiting cur attack before it speeded up. - 
(Seo Trace IL). It wes moving directly avay from 

cur bowe at a speed of about two knots durins this 

long period of investigation while we kept bare 

steerase way behind ite When satisfiedas ® the 

Sdentity of the target, having found acrev noises, 

we came to attack spoed aa aviftly as possible and 

jarewch the aubrarine wae also heard to speed up (sm out 

five seconds after we were ahead all engines flank.) 

The Commanding Officer has ghecked this closely with 

the soundrens. Tne monotonous fluttering noise was not 

to be confused with out own Screws, Wo laid a five cherge 
pattern while the submerine was coning up to apeed, 

Tarset was lost at 150 yards = 150 feet deep. 


At the last morient it was swen that the subcarine had 

| ivrrexx right rudder on. Acctordincly we dres 
off, as part of this attack and closed again when the 
chenieal recorder was cut off as not registering 
distinct pingse Something, net yet established was 
wrong with this recorder jintil the following dey and 
nll attacks heres(t€rwefe’rade on indicator licht, and sound. 
(An additionsl1 reason for this was the excellence of operation 
without recorder )s 


The PCS15 swerved back, picked up contact, founda the 
target coing sciftiy left (PC now on reverse to fir t attack 
course) and dropped two more charges set at 3200 feet 
from the rackse k 


Contact was lost et $50 yards, woich seers to Indicate 
that the target had dived to that depth, Only & short 
tine had elapsed between the txo phasds of this attack, 
eo short that the PO curved around one of her E-gun charges 
in getting back to roll two core. Tne first chergea 
exploded, by rouch calculetion, about 50 yards dead astern ‘i 
of the target, the next two probably come closers 


At 1342 another atteck wes made, Attack XIII. 
Ssip was on a true course of 170, The target course 
was 160 True. A orall lead angle wes applied mrix to tne left and 
fow’ charzes mers laid ast at 300 feet. 


The blinps were informed thet the target, according to 
our sound date wes hesding inshore into shallower water, 
Tne Gestination wns predicted and the bijup made magnetic 
contact in spot msarzed by explosion point for Attack XIV 
on charts 


It was at this tine (1420, May 20, wee PC radio log) that 
K-33 who was on the scene, gave contami of al} surface ships to 
the Fe 615. 


The PO approsched the flare and smoke both where the blimp 
bad made a mmetic contact and confirmed blicp's contact, 


At 2000 the PC found a target under the blinn's flares, 
(see Attack XIV) Screw noises were heard while PC lay to listening, 
The range was 400, Bottor noises ede the contact blurred but by 
changing angle of search a clear comact wes mde. The blimp again 
confirmed magnetic cormact, 


At 2003, on true course 095 this vessel came to attack speed, 
Tange 500 yards, using indicator Licht, sound and stop watch. Sub's 
course wis found to be about 180 true, on which course the mb 
steadied, The shallowness of the weter made it necessary to act 
charges for 75 feet, The PC came in and dropped charges ahead of 
the ab, then put her rudder hard right, pivoting around her 
etartoard K-gun charge end relled two fran the racks set for 150 
foet. ° 


The blinp K-33 then dropped into the explosion pattern, This 
vessel havine stretched other ships inte line, attack was then made 
by ther in rotetion on their seund contact. It is not known how 
accurate were their comtacts, The Bonham dropped on what she termed 
aA poor contact. Ko record is available at this writing for the 
positions the weasels occupied fin line or how many charges they 
dropped, The 50536 seems to have gotten her Woes I into operation 
for a ahort period here, ; 
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At 2034, when cther vessels had cleared the attack area 
this vessel approached the area and carefully sought to 
regain contact despite the disturbed water. Just northwest 
of the°depth charge slicks, at a distance of several 
hundred yards, a contact with loud screr noises was regainede 
All other vessels were to the soufn and west, most of then 
with engines stopped. E-33 dropped a flere to mark his 
magnetic contact which concurred with our sound contacte 
This vessel then tock an attack course of 335 Tris 
and found herself on the port quarter of the submarine 
wuich was making about 3 knots. <A lead angle of five 
decrees was appiled and the cha ges dropped five seconds 
after the calculated time. 


Blinps, and ell aurface vessels, searched the ares 
rithout further contact. 


The weather was still good but a slight wine had begun 
to apring Upe 


All ‘during the following night, the USS PcSi5 kept 
the areo avept as well es it could, Toe moonlizht 
shomed up an o11 slick enich we investigated, thoush the 
Elick was too thin for sanples. 


It was very cirtficult trving to make the Bonnan and 
the 85537 understand thet the eree must be patrolied with 
sound gear in an orderly fashion to blockade it. The 
patrol went fron just south of Feystack Rock to north 
ef Cape Lookout and baci arcain.s The SC536 wes placed 
ell the way xxtx to seaward where the aub micht be expected 
topsurfaces 


A wevort that the sub had surfaced off Sand [eka (see 
Chert) caused all vessels extent the Bonham to go fiysins 
north to that position. Eut before flank speed was attained 
the reported "sub" was reported as a fishing vessel. The 
S7536 was detached to investisate, the Bonham assizsned a lower 
aren wiere She would be out of the nay end the patrol proceeded. 
For sone time the 50357 pa, sete hed tn it has not been | 
established why she eed irate wipe this ordered patrol. 


ROOTS OYE UR ON VR Vd A OO 
BOY re COLI ALY MeO ES REP EIN ZY IMAY 
At O70Q, Loy 21, 1943, being near the area of the attacks the 


nicht befere, this ship stopped to searche (See Chart for 
Attack XV). 
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At 0704 no contact had been made, This was due to 
having lately maneuvered here to gptreexinetxen 
pick wp a atrangs object, a small round ball laced with 
m® line netting, which was floating here. Turbulence 
caused by our screws prevented echo rangings 


Suddenly a boil cf ‘orange colored oil, very thick, 
cane to the surface Imusdiately on our port bow. The 
Conzanding Officer was aft where he had been trying to get 
the atrange marker aboard with the help of his nene 


Tne watch had been piped down for chow ani due to 
the quietness of the arsa the cpportunity had been taken 
to ease the barrel springs on the port 20M and cock 
the starboard 20°. 


Fnsign Wieners, WSR, was Officer of the Beck, the 
Commanding Officer having had the conn since the 
beginning of the action on the morning ef May 19th. 
Ensign Wienmers instantly sighted the o11 boil and 
sounded Generel Quarters, shouting to gunners to get 
guna ready to fire, 


The Commanding Officer came forward on the double 
and sae @ second boll of orange o1] rising on the other 
side of the firste 


Tne soundman was loudly reporting that he heerd 
tanks being blown on the port bowe 


Every man on the tridge and flying bridge then saw 
‘the periscope, moving from rignt to leit, rise up throuch 
the first o11 boll to & heifht of ebout two feet. 

Tre barrel and }ense of the instrument were unkistakable. 


By efficient end awift work, Costes, C.c. 8o2/¢ 
had gotten the forwerd 2012. loaded and lecey, W.r%e,Gk2/c 
hod the Port 20!lc. ready to fire, This ip some fifteen 
to twenty seconds, Hoth are expert funnersés 


On the eppearance of the periscope both gunners, 
Iacey and Coates, fired straigpht into the periscope, 
range about fifty yards. Tne periscope vanished in 
en explosion of 202! bullets, It cannot be ascertained 
if the periscope was hit. 


As the skip was dead in the water, charges could 
not be Immediately dropped. The sub hed been turning as 
4f to get beck under the ship. Only two charges wera 
left te us, one loaded in a E~gun» on the wronc sides 


We telled ships to the area. Theres were 30 fer | 
charces left to any of us that we wished the’ next attack 
to be final and concerted. 


The appesronce of another oranre o11 boil ahead 
of us caused us to open out the range and gether 
speed and then search back for the contact. We 
could not establish contact though we searched the 
ares in wids Aweepse 


It was then reported to the Commanding Officer that 
both main enzinas woulée have to be stopped to replace 
relief valves. This was not wmisual for depth charging 
and unaccustomed stress had showed up much slackness 
in the instalistionse Permission was grantee to shut 
down one engine at a tice for no longer than ten minutese 

: £0 wimules of ter olf éayinee Aad rtapeed, 

During tpis periog,the soundman on ¢cuty, Beers, 
requested + search orders end was given 36C degrees 
by way of novelty. Kis first ping found contact 
foad astern of us. The wind Taw RES DS, AS, Starboard 
and the contect remained atationa Yate ezerined 
the contact and developed it, It was the submerines 
lving to, evidently having followed hard in our wake. 

he pain ensines were reported repaired, 

We drew off, awiftly, and came to attack course, 
The first rene ras gout 900 yards. When we cane up 
to epeed we cut in the chemical recorder, (See trace 
16) {See chert Attack X¥). The submarine turned 
to the left an2 gave us her port quarter and then nearly 
ker port bean. Her stress were very plain. Chanse of 
beering was to the left. lModerate doprier, A lead 
er.cie was enplied (ettech course 235 T,)to steady on 
215 True. Chnerfes set for 200 feet. Fired by recorcer,. 
To charges. Contact lost at 250 yards. 


A morxved explosion met this attack concurrent with 
the depth charge explosions. 


Tne tarset wos then exercined when regain contact 
procedure had been executad. 
‘i 
Tie blinop exerined the target and confirned. 
The St536 was broupht up to the scene end taken in 
behind us. We exm.ined the target from a range of 
520 yards. 


At 1005 we sterted ettack XVI. The 5€536 was led 
astern of use. The first rance at atteck speed was 700, 
#tteck speed le knots. The target was moving straight 
away from us on course C75, Eer speed was very low, 


ad ocean 


& inks tte 


Some difficulty was experienced in pinging throuzh the sub 
tua walis and for this reason the chemical recorder was 
not cut#in for this runs 


1. There was no chanze of beering. Tarcet width waa about 
six deprees., Moderates opening inclination, 


On atop watch a range rate of 9 knots was established 
ena the ship speed was 12 knots. 


(ma vhistle signal the 5¢ laid her charges. ‘The Commanding 
Officer of the PC then swarmed up on the signal bridga 
and saw that the SO was nearly 75 yards behinds. ‘The 
Cennending Officer then blew another signal when seventy 
five yards had run on his stop wetch which was still running. 
The SC then paid a second barrages 


The first barrage exploded, by calculation, just astern 
of the subsaerine. Tins second berraze exploded on its 
bas ag nearly as could be Judged, 


All the charges cf the SC snd the PC B15 had then been 
expended. 


A search formation was teken up and no sign of the 
submerine could be found throuvsh 360 deprees, 


& patrol forcstion was organized. The CG Bonhem wes 
secured after transferring her charges to the 537. <A long 
blockede was formed trournd the area when no further contact 
could be gained. 


The weather was cetting bed with low visibility and a 
moderate pea running. Rain was coming down intermittently. 


Tne PCO ran up the coast on its sector ard came 
upon the Ez2QrPtSitirry Thar Per Pes P22 VSS 77E. The 
778 hed orders, according to Captein Barner, which peroitted 
her to join the atta k, But she protested very strongly 
acgsinst helpings. Sue ras flhally brousht into some sort 
of swecping formation which she held racgedly, reouesting 
contimally to be alloved to be secured, She was ied down 
to the spot of the last attack for she Jed fifty depth charges. 


se eee 
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Contact was regained on a questionable tarzet 
4n the area of the lest attack (See Atteck X¥I}. 
The-contact wes meteilic, hed a width of bearing 
of 15 decrees at 5OC yerds and was evidently 
on the bottom. There was & strong echo. The drifting 
of this ship made it appear for a momert that the target 
hed a ranse rate of 12 knots but this was shortly 
established as an effect of wind and current. ‘The 
‘contact, whatever it was, shoved no inclination and 
change. But it nerrowed to five decrees at 400 yards 
while we circled it end then widened to fifteen as wa 
came around it, msrrowed acain and widened ageitnes 


We gave the PC773 explicit? directions on the 
contact. We were motionless in the water. Wa tried 
to pass the contect ever to the PO778. She feiled 
to cet the contact, mainly because she was over a 
thousand yards fron it and cid not come up. At this depth 
(about thirty-two to thirty-six fathoms{tith the 
rouch sea) the contact could not be held at thst 
Giatances She failed to allow for drift and finally 
we recalled her to keep her from poling ecroun2 and 
Bent her on her evey with her fifty charges. Sne would 
not part with any charges or any pert of them elthoush 
this presentes no prodlec, the sea deing calm enough 
her to allow ean St to teke off an officer fron her 
without the use of boats. Orders from Comnorestseafron 
came vie another 5S? wi.ich saic we cou not heve the 778. 


In the lote afternoon, just before sunset we 
ron a horizon patrol. The visibility vas shutting down 
steadily but we wished to keep any sub, if any were 
left, from surfacing or running array. 


Trelve hours after the Jast attack the area was 
etill calm. The contact above mpantloned was still there 
but we could do nothing esbous it. Tre-S7s0?-stith 
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| At midnicht we were, Secured by ordera received from 
Pompe ss aeatrony end returned to Astoria, artivinsg et 
daylight the morning of the 22nd of May. 


Total time in contact with submarines was 55Z-onsecutive 
hours. {55 hours and 27 minutes) . 


Total time in eres searching was 68; hours. {68 hours 
ana trirty-seven minutes.) 


CFARET 
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Totel depth charges expsnded by this vessel, 37e 


Total casualties, 3, all very minor. 


Vatoriel casualties, nuserous, all minor, mainiy 
to enginesse The engines were repaired on the scenes 
with the parts st hand whenever they broke dov'n, 


Failure 60 the part of a gunner to properly 
assemble the parallelogram of the steeboard 
20:c: {he reversed it) caused this gun to go off 
when pointed at the zenith and expend a full megazina, 
cutting away our antennses. The gun was not at the 
time manned. 


PEASCENEL CONDUCT REPORT 


£11 personnel behaved with unifora attention to 
duty. Calmely and cheerfully, despite lack of sleep, 
ali hends executed their required duties with 
efficientye 


ro mn is singled out for praise for to praise one 
would be to preise all, 


Ko man is censured for no man reguired censure. 


A report on the officers is submitted as follows: 
DSKR 

Lieutene.t T.S,. lMoulton,/Executive Officer, handled 
Communications and Fire Control for the guns during the 
ection. Fe Bhoved teal and Issasination in tha execution 
of duty end displsyed his ability to recelve and carry 

Ip oo | 24 , , 

ast PULSES Prerbidyca ap gpotideres # valuable officer, 

Pnsign DE. Walker, USNR, Gunnery Officer, stayed hard 
by his post as Gunnery Officer and personally supervised 
the handling of depth chergeas. ris feat of assenbling 
22 depth charges in 23 minutes, of having two reaiy 
in the racks two minutes after transfer was conpletely 
effected, deserves mention as a records The firing 
lag of depth charges was cut down to a fractione. amount 
by his timing and more than once his example caused 
buch seccurete dropping that two and, once, three charres, 
exploded sirultensously. Trere waa no depth charye fellure 
except for the structural firing cherges which were already 
in the guns, 


SECKET 


Ensign L.E. Wiemera, USNR, First Lieutenant, 
carried owt all prders efficiently and gp coptly. 
He was Giligent in mafntaining the materiel — 
eondition Affirm throughout the action, He spent 
long stretches of duty as Officer of the Beck and 
fn this respect was especially trusted. His performance 
of duty had no highlights. It was uniformly dependable 
and quietly effective. He baa proved himself to be 
an sble officer, a good ship handler and, in ail, 
a vweluable part of thie aehipe <An asriy promotion ta 
Lieutenant (junior grade) is recounended for this 
officer. 


STMARY 


When this ship returned to port under the orcers 
of Comnowestseafrony, ahe was received with considerable 
skeptician. Her records had not been exazined, her 
crev had not been questionec end no gualified report 
had Been meade. 


This ship was handicapped by the lack of outsides 
eid fres enti-submsrine werfsare officers. ‘The only 
anti-sutcorine warfesre afficer present being 
Lieutenent {Junior grade) Freepka of the 525366 
Toiis officer, naturally able, and tréined in AST 
wos our biscest help while in conmane of the $0536. 
Wanen the recular commanding officer of that ship was 
troucht te it by the PC778, cooperation from that 
. direction ceased. 


Te cepteins of F-39 and K-33 vere dilicert, 
cverticularly the latter whenever he asswned comand, 
but they shoved a deep blank on the usual knowledze 
of AST one might expect of theme They did, however, 
beeutiful coordinction work when cooperating with 
surface ships. 


Tne redio intercapts fron shora stations near the 
scené were garbled because the Olinps oparated on 
5 watts and could not reach. Therefora only a fragment 
of their orders, confirmations, etc. reathed shore stations, 
Tne, garbled conditions of such logs seemed to be dua to 
atatic. This goarble led to erroneous opinions, 


Tne Astoria Hisvel Station dia all possible to aid, 
Ad@itionel enminition sés not sant because the bar was 
running too hich after the first losd of 23 cher ges was 
Geliveredas 


SFCEEE 


The U.5.5,. PCOSl5 wes manned by S.C.T.C. trained 
officers and petty officers, experienced in handling 
“AS vessels or at least closely instructed, 


The souwd equipment of the U.5.5. PCS15 is 
ecS and was easily the best, probably the only, 
efficiert soud gear on the acene, well cared for and 
well-manneds 


Ail attack conning was done by the Commanding Officer 
“ps well as all utual conning during the period of 

attacks, search and petrol, With due allowance 

for lack of rest, ali attacks were conducted and 

eperated on staniard procedure on the doctrine of 

Fieet Sound School, Fey West, Florida, 


Tols vessel appreciates the favor of 
Comnowestgeafron for allowing it to remain on the 
scene Ena leter, for the interview. 


CLAD, 


It ts specifically claimed that one sub=arine 
Fresumebly Jepanese, possibly a mine-layer, was 
dactazed beyond ability to leave the scene and that 
one subcarine, presumably Jepanese, possibly a mine 
layer, was demaved beyond ebility to return to 
ita Bates 


Tris vessel haa resuested permission to saeerch for 
possitle vrecks on the botton to bouy then to 
be anert for or cived fore. Jt is the opinion of this 
yessel thet et least one wreck may be Tound, neer 
the scane of the lest ettacks for in the ésn—the 
vicinity of attacks VII, VIII, and IX, in 32 fathoms 
ef weter, Pue to stress of attack or later attempts 
to get awey, these positions esy not merk, exactly, 
the locality of any yrecks 


Tois vessel wishes no credit for itself. It wes 
built to hunt submorines, Its people were treined 
‘to hunt syubtmerines. Aitnough exceeding its orders 
orisitnally by ettacking the first contact, this vesse} 
feels only thet 1¢ hes done the job for roich it was 
intended ané stands ready to do that job agein. 





. Ron Eubbard a 


Lieutenent, D-V{S), Usa 
Comianding U.S.5. POSS 
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